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Brief Report On The 315 LR. Iran’s World Book Award

This year, after the primary selection of more than 1600 books in different
fields of Islamic and Iranian Studies, 267 books were reviewed and
assessed by 56 referees. Finally, from the 24 books entering the final
stage, the scientific committee announced 6 books as the selected ones
for this round.

In the field of Islamic Studies, the reviewed books were of the following
subfields: Islamic Sciences & Knowledge, History of Science, Islamic
Economics, Science of Discourse, Ethics, Hadith, Islamic Jurisprudence
& Law, Sufism & Islamic Mysticism, History of Islam & Islamic
Civilization, Islamic Philosophy, Shiite Studies, Contemporary Islam,
and Psychology & Islamic Educational Sciences.

In the field of Iranian Studies, the reviewed books were of the following
subfields: History & Geography of Greater Iran, History, Civilization
& Languages of Ancient Iran, Iranian Art & Architecture, Persian

Language & Literature, Political Science & Communications, Language

& Linguistics, and Translation of books of Iranian Intellectuals.

The assessed books of this round were in German, Armenian, Urdu,
Uzbek, Spanish, Indonesian, English, Italian, Bulgarian, Bengali, Bosnian,
Tajik, Turkish, Chinese, Russian, Arabic, French, Georgian, and Indian
languages, and the winners were from Iran, Ireland, Russia, Germany,
Bangladesh, Tunisia, and Slovenia.
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Islamlc phllosophy

Sculpting the Self: Islam, Selfhood, and Human
Flourishing, by Muhammad Umar Faruque, University
of Michigan Press, 2021.

History of Islam

- Hosseini’s Epic in the Collective Memory, by
Mohammad Al-Sadegh Boualaq, Noghosh al-Arabiya,
2022.

Islamic Economy
-The Making of Islamic Economic Thought, by Sami Al-
Daghlstam Cambrldge University Press, 2021.

Persian Literature

- Persian language and literature in Dagestan ( Cultural
and Historical Context), by Patimat Alibekova,
Scientific Editor: Mohammadova, Sadra and Research
Center of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 2022.

History of Iran

- Ancient Arms Race: Antiquity’s Largest Fortresses
and Sasanian Military Networks of Northern Iran, by
Eberhard Sauer, Jebrael Nokandeh, & Hamid Omrani
Rekavandi, Oxbow, 2022.

Iranian Arts

- Studies in Persian Architecture, by Bernard O’Kane,
University of Edinburgh, 2021.
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Islamic Studies
» Islamic philosophy
= Sculpting the Self: Islam, Selthood,
and Human Flourishing
= Muhammad Umar Faruque

= University of Michigan Press, 2021

The title of this book is derived from the interpretation of Plotinus, according
to which sculpting the self should be learned from the master sculptors who,
with perfect knowledge and craft, carve and scratch the raw and shapeless
marble in such a way that they create the most beautiful figure from it. By
exploring notions of self and subjectivity in Islamic philosophical, mystical,
and literary traditions, this book addresses ‘what it means to be human’ in a
secular, post-Enlightenment world. Tt discusses the works of Islamic thinkers
on selfhood within a wider constellation of related discussions in modermn
and contemporary thought and criticizes and evaluates the insights on the
self by Kant, Nietzsche, William James, Heidegger, Sartre, and Foucault. In
this book, the author attempts to offer a theory on the self, using issues of
moral philosophy, philosophy of mind and the study of spirituality, so that,
in the next step, he can successfully confront the challenges of the modern
era, such as spirituality, human flourishing and the search for meaning in life.
This study has used a wealth of primary source texts in different languages,
including Arabic, Persian, Urdu, and Greek and it can be considered as a
starting point for establishing a dialogue between Islamic philosophy and
contemporary philosophies in the practical field of self-knowledge and self-
improvement. This work, in addition to be a comprehensive research on the
selfin the opinion of modern Western thinkers, is considered a distinguished
work in comparative philosophy and intercultural philosophy.

I’ or “self” is one of the important topics that has attracted the attention of
philosophers. Many books have been written on this subject, which are often
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influenced by the point of view of Western subjectivity (self-centered and seli-
reliant) and less related to the past Western sages and to Muslim Eastern sages
and mystics. In this book, the author, by analytically and critically examining
the works of contemporary Western philosophers, has convincingly studied
the opinion of Muslim sages and mystics. He has showed that the solution to
the problem lies not in Western subjectivism, but in the theory of the intuitive
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knowledge, proposed by Muslim and Eastern sages. From the author’s point
of view, ‘self-knowledge’ does not come through the new sciences used by
contemporary philosophers, but through the theology of Muslim sages, the
philosophy and mysticism of Eastern sages and certain ancient theologians <
Europeans, and by proving the divine origin of the soul through intuitive z
knowledge. He draws on the work of three major Islamic thinkers: Mullz
Sadra (d. 1640), Shah Wali Allah (d. 1762), and Muhammad Igbal (d. 1938).
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e Muhammad Umar Faruque (1989 - Bangladesh)

Faruque is Assistant Professor at the University _— o :
of Cincinnati, Ohio. He earned his PhD (with |
distinction) from the University of California,
Berkeley, and served as Exchange Scholar at
Harvard University and as Postdoctoral Fellow 1
at Fordham University. He was also educated at [ .
the University of London and Tehran University. | _
His research includes the study of modern and | :
pre-modern concepts with the topics of ‘self” and ‘identity’ and their role i
ethics, aesthetics, religion and literature. He is the author of three books and
over forty-five academic articles, which have appeared in prestigious journals >
such as Philosophy East and West, Arabic Sciences and Philosophy, Sophia.
and Religious Studies. He has delivered lectures in many North American. |
European, Asian, and Middle Eastern universities on topics such as climate
change, spirituality, meditation, Al, Islamic psychology, and Islam and the
West. He is also a recipient of numerous awards, including the Templeton
Foundation grant.
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